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EDITORIAL, 
THE A B ~ L I T I O N  OF THE POOR LAW UNION. 

Few people will regret that the knell of 
the present. poor law system has sounded, 
and that the abolition of Boards of Guar- 
dians is imminent, for while many individual 
Guardians have rendered invaluable service 
t o  the community, they would be the 
6rs t ‘ to  own that they were hampered by 
the system under which they worlted, which 
is detested alike by those whom it is designed 
t o  benefit, and by thoughtful students of 
social problems, who realize its inherent 
weakness in aiming a t  the relief, instead of 
the preventiou, of destitution, so that the 
timely aid which would prevent destitution 
must be withheld, which, alike from the 
point of view of sound administration and 
of consideration for the individual in diffi- 
culties, is bad business. 

The Committee appointed by the Right 
Honble. Christopher Addison, M.P., Minister 
of Reconstruction, “ T o  consider and report 
upon the steps to be taken to secure the 
better co-ordination of public assistance in 
England and Wales, and upon such other 
matters affecting the system of Local 
Government as may .from time to time be 
referred t o  it,” of which Sir Donald Maclean, 
K.B.E., M.P., is chairman, have issued their 
report on the “Transfer of Functions of 
Poor Law Authoritits in England and 
wales,” in which they point o u t  not only 
tha t  there are many public authorities dis- 
pensing assistance out of rates and taxes, 
but new ones are frequently being improvised 
to meet emergencies. The most intractable 
case of Overlapping being that of the Boards 
of Guardians on the one hand, and the 
County, Municipal, and other Health and 
Education Authorities on the other. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 
Th-ey therefore recommend :-(I) The 

abolition of the Boards of Guardians and 

of the Poor Law Union, and the merging 
of all the functions of the Poor Law 
Authorities in those of the County Council 
and the County Borough Council. 

(2 )  The unification of Existing Services. 
( U )  The provision at the expense of the . 

rates, with or without Exchequer Grants, 
for the sick and infirm (including maternity 
and infancy and the aged requiring institu- 
tional care, and all institutions appropriated 
to any of these) should be made by the 
Council under Public Health Acts, suitably 
extended. The Council should organize 
such preventive and curative treatment 
as the .cases require by means of their 
specialized institutions and medical staff. 

(b )  The provision for all children able to 
attend school (including residential and 
special Achools of all kinds) should be 
regarded as predominantly a matter of . 
educational training, and should be made 
by the Local Education Authority under 
the Education Acts suitably extended. 

(c) The provision for the mentally defi- 
cient and for persons of unsound mind, 
whether certified or not, including all insti- 
tutions appropriated to  those classes, should 
be made by the Council under the Lunacy 
and Mental Deficiency Acts extended, and 
through the Committee or Committees ad- 
ministrating their powers under these Acts. 

A further recommendation of the Com- 
mittee is that the County or  County 
Borough Council should be required to 
appoint a new Committee to  be styled 
U the Home Assistance Committee ” formed 
on the lines of the Education Committee . 
(including persons experienced in the work 
to be clone, and, in the first instance, some 
who have been members of the Poor Law 
Authorities) which should be charged with 
the duty of making the’ necessary inquiries 
into the.  ecqnomic tircumstances of appli- 
cants for, or recipients of, a.ny form & 
assistance in money, kind, o r  service. . ,  
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